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Memorandum on Designation of 
Officers of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs To Act as Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs 
February 12, 2003

Memorandum for the Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs
Subject: Designation of Officers of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs to Act as 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs

By the authority vested in me as President 
under the Constitution and laws of the 
United States of America and pursuant to the 
Federal Vacancies Reform Act of 1998, 5 
U.S.C. 3345 et seq., I hereby order that: 

Section 1. Order of Succession.
During any period when the Secretary of 

Veterans Affairs (Secretary), the Deputy Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs (Deputy Sec-
retary), and the officers designated by Execu-
tive Order 13247 of December 18, 2001, to 
perform the functions and duties of the office 
of Secretary have died, resigned, or other-
wise become unable to perform the functions 
and duties of the office of Secretary, the fol-
lowing officers of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, in the order listed, shall per-
form the functions and duties of the office 
of Secretary, if they are eligible to act as Sec-
retary under the provisions of the Federal 
Vacancies Reform Act of 1998, until such 
time as at least one of the officers mentioned 
above is able to perform the functions and 
duties of the office of Secretary: 

Veterans Integrated Service Network 
(VISN) 8 Director, Veterans Health Ad-
ministration; 

VISN 7 Director, Veterans Health Admin-
istration; 

Veterans Benefits Administration South-
ern Area Director; and 

North Florida/South Georgia Healthcare 
System Director. 

Sec. 2. Exceptions.
(a) No individual who is serving in an of-

fice listed in section 1 in an acting 
capacity, by virtue of so serving, shall 
act as Secretary pursuant to this 
memorandum. 

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of this 
memorandum, the President retains 

discretion, to the extent permitted by 
the Federal Vacancies Reform Act of 
1998, 5 U.S.C. 3345 et seq., to depart 
from this memorandum in desig-
nating an acting Secretary. 

Sec. 3. Publication.
You are authorized and directed to publish 

this memorandum in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

Letter to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives Transmitting a 
Subsidy Budget Request for Frontier 
Airlines 
February 12, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
In accordance with provisions of Public 

Law 107–42, the Air Transportation Safety 
and System Stabilization Act, 2001, I hereby 
request the subsidy budget authority nec-
essary to support a $70 million Federal credit 
instrument for Frontier Airlines. 

I hereby designate this subsidy budget au-
thority, currently estimated at $12.7 million, 
as an emergency requirement pursuant to 
section 252(e) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

The details of this request are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush

Message to the Congress Reporting a 
Certification Required by the 
Ratification Resolution of the 
Chemical Weapons Convention 
February 12, 2003

To the Congress of the United States: 
Consistent with the resolution of advice 

and consent to ratification of the Convention 
on the Prohibition of the Development, Pro-
duction, Stockpiling, and Use of Chemical 
Weapons and on Their Destruction, adopted 
by the United States Senate on April 24, 
1997, I hereby certify pursuant to Condition 
7(C)(i), Effectiveness of the Australia Group, 
that: 
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